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CD: When you uh, when you went to the um, outside manning the fire 
hoses what did you see? Just paint a picture of what you saw in the 
water and around you. 


EW: Like I said uh, all I uh, uh, we were so busy and had so many 
duties to do, that all I knew was the West Virginia, I could see her 
decks almost in the water, you know ‘cause she sunk, the harbor’s 
about 40, 45 feet deep and she just set down no the bottom, but her 
decks didn’t uh, go underwater. I could see that and I could see the 
Arizona when she, when her mast was tipped over. And uh, after that 
I was so busy I didn’t take notice of anything else, no. I was just to 
busy, you know, I had other jobs to do. 


03:00 
CD: How did your day finally end? 


EW: My day? Ahhhh ... Well... I don’t know, I guess I mean after, late 
in the afternoon we um, they got the all clear, we secured and uh, so 
we went to, we got a shower, you know, and cleaned up a little bit and 
we had the evening meal, but the evening meal was just, sandwiches 
and stuff like that, you know it wasn’t no regular meal. 


03:35 

CD: I’m going to have to stop you, we have the 4 o’clock taking off to 
Sacramento out of Ontario we have to leave for. (laughs) Sorry ‘bout 
that. (waiting for plane noise) 


04:55 
CD: What’s the one thing you remember most about that day? 


EW: I uh, remember seeing the Arizona blowing up, I remember that 
mostly. 


CD: We'll do that again, another plane just took off. (waiting for plane 
noise) 


06:20 
CD: Hold on. (waiting for plane noise) 


06:52 
CD: Did you loose any buddies or any friends that day? 


EW: Uh, no, well we, in turret 3 when the bomb hit they were, uh, 
big, uh bombardment shells were uh armor piercing shells well, uh 
they didn’t have a very good bomb, that type, so they, uh the Japanese 
uh, welded fins on, so you know they could drop down and uh, when it 
hit turret 3 it hit right where uh, where the uh, control booth was and 
it penetrated but it didn’t blow up, but uh, I guess the shrapnel uh, uh 
when it penetrated, it killed 3 men and uh that was about the extent 
we had for, Pearl Harbor, I mean wound, killed. We may have had 


some wounded but, uh I don’t remember, but we were very fortunate, 
very fortunate. But we played hell later on (laughs). 


08:04 
CD: Have you been back to the Arizona? 


EW: I, uh, uh about 5 years ago, it was my first time back in 50 years. 
And I did go aboard, I went on a cruise, uh yeah I went on a cruise 
and we took in Pearl Harbor and uh, I went aboard the Arizona, uh, 
the museum and uh, I’d seen all the names and uh, see the ship, uh 
you could still see the bow, and you could still see where they took the 
turrets out. Those turrets they’re just sedenter on wheels, you know, 
on barring you could just lift them right out. So, uh, uh when the ship 
blew course it flew out just like a basket uh, but um, that’s about it. 


09:04 
CD: What were your thoughts when you were standing on the 
Arizona? 


EW: Very sad, very sad, ‘cause we took a lot of, we took some of their 
survivors aboard ship, we drug them out of the water, they were, with 
uh, all covered in oil and stuff like that. We took some of them aboard 
ship and uh, but uh, it was very sad, it brought a lot of bad memories 
back, you know, and uh, ‘cause I’ve never been aboard the Arizona 
since uh, before, but she was a proud ship, just like all of our 
battleships, we were all proud. Otherwise uh, like I said, it was a sad 
moment, made me reflect you know, and I could see at the bow were 
my ship was, just about from here to the doorway from me, from the 
Arizona, you know, I could see that, that’s were the Missouri is tied 
up, close to it you know, so. It was heartbreaking in a way. 


10:21 

CD: There’s about a million and a half people who go out there to pay 
respects, some people are related to people who experienced the day, 
some people maybe don’t know that much about Pearl Harbor. What 
would you say to them when they’re out on, as they go out to that 
memorial, what, what from someone who was there just ahead a that 
ship what would you say to them about that day, ? 


10:48 

EW: I don’t know, ‘cause I never talked to nobody (laughs). I would 
tell them, I mean just what I’d seen, where my ship was and I’d tell 
them just when I’d seen it blew up you know, and uh it was an awful 
mess afterwards you know. And that’s, that’s about all I could tell 
them you know. Except just my experience at sea just going over in 
other battles. 


11:25 
CD: What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for us today? 


11:30 
EW: Eh, what’s, what, that? 


CD: What’s the lesson of Pearl Harbor for us today? 


EW: Be prepared (laughs). Be prepared, and be uh, uh what do you 
call it ... vidulant and uh, well, that’s all I can think of, just be 
prepared and be vidulant, the most important thing, (12:00) but I 
don’t think any old battleships would come into the thing we didn’t 
get to come back in to Pearl Harbor for about uh, o, I say right after 
the war we stopped, on the way back to the states and that was our 
only time we came back to Pearl Harbor and that’s when I could see 
you know uh, what the Arizona looked like too, you know well. 


12:35 

CD: When you came back to the Arizona after the war, when you saw 
it there, what did you think about that day, because you had just won 
the war basically? 


EW: Yeah, we won the war yeah. Well I don’t think, sorry she couldn’t 
be with us like the West Virginia, I was so proud of the West Virginia, 
(13:00) see her come back when she was sunk you know, and uh, be 
repaired. She really blast them away in the sea battle and uh, so, and 
all the invasions, we were uh, 13 invasions so, we uh, she was right 
along with us. And you had to be proud, be proud of that, to see her. 
So, that’s it. 


13:37 
CD: If you had a chance to talk to the Japanese pilots today, the 
people who flew that, those soldiers, what would you say to them? 


EW: Gee ... well I’ll tell ya, I’ve met some Japanese fellas when I was, 
when I was workin’ for the government and (14:00) was up in New 
Jersey at a school and uh, we were um, uh we were being schooled on 
the aeroph... atimamer a new type of camera that came out and they 
had uh, 5 Japanese boys, young fellas that come there too and we 
talked about it, but it was no animosity about it, you know we talked 
about it, ‘course they said their peace and it wasn’t, they didn’t down 
it or anything like that because they were younger people, they were, 
they were better set of people than their soldiers were ever, they 
were terrible. But these are younger fellas you know, way after the 
war. And uh, but I’m um, have a family, I have a great grandchild, his 


fathers a Japanese (15:00) and we had a gatherin’, a birthday party 
and that was the first time I met him. And I met his mother and father 
and they were interned during the war here in California you know. 
But I told him, I don’t got nothin’ against the Japanese people, but I 
said I’d be damned if I buy any of your cars. (laughs) But the 
Japanese, when we hit, after the war we went to Yakinawa where they 
signed a peace treaty on, for that city aboard our ship and uh, of 
course the big signing was in Tokyo. So we went to Tokyo and after 
that we went up to Tokyo to visit and uh, we went ashore and the 
people were very gracious you know, and uh, the place was all 
bombed out. They got out a big store, they call it the Ginza, (16:00) 
you might of heard of it and uh, it was a great big skylight, no roof 
(laughs) but they still had it open for tourists. But uh, the people were 
very, they were very gracious, yeah, wasn’t no animosity amongst any 
of us you know. I, I, I’ve seen prisoners on Sipan and uh, uh on Sipan 
uh, the Japanese were tellin’ that the Americans were going to kill all 
of them you know and rape the women and all that and a lot of them 
jumped off the cliffs, with the family the whole family. But uh, uh the 
prisoners I’ve seen they’re, they’re just trying to say hi, so you say hi 
back there was no, they didn’t think to think of it. I think that’s when 
all the animosity went out, you know. (17:00) That’s the only prisoner 
I’ve ever seen, I’ve seen a lot of dead bodies but, (mumbles) in the fox 
hole, uh in those fox holes. Because I was a navy mail cart I went over 
and picked up the mail, and I was walking up the road and coming 
back and a sniper shot over my head (laughs) it was so close I heard a 
“zing” (laughs) and I had, I had a workin’ party with me and I hada 
45, I took that 45 and put it right back in my mail sack because I 
didn’t want him to target me (laughs) and think I was being targeted 
because I was the only one carrying a weapon. Well, but uh, uh, uh 
but the marines came by there and they told us to get out of there 
because its not real secure yet, a lot of snipers up there, we got out of 
there real fast. 


18:00 
CD: Ed is there anything that I missed that is important of your 
experience at Pearl Harbor and your story that you wanna share? 


EW: I think I’ve covered quite a bit, I don’t know what ... I don’t really 
have nothin’ else I could tell you. 


CD: You covered a lot of ground. 
EW: I hope I did. 


CD: You did 


EW: Everything I said will be in my book. 


CD: Great Ed, we’re going to sit here and record some of the room 
sounds. 


19:28 
(room tone + portraits) 


22:40 
End. 


